“Thank you for helping me and giving me the confidence I needed.” - Student
“This is the best part of my day!”. - Student

Educator
Education:
Bachelor’s Degree, Directing/Acting, University of Connecticut
Yale University, Drama Conservatory- Directing
•
Directing-Evan Yionoulis –Asso. Prof. Resident Director at the Yale Rep
•
Dramaturgy -Jane Ann Crum
•
Stage Management – Frank Torok
•
Scenic Design - Debra Booth
•
Voice/Speech – Pamela Pranther
Partial scholarships received- studies in Paris and London in Acting and Directing
Special Skills: Immersive, environmental theatre, body work. Scene study, physical acting, teambuilding exercises. Experience in directing elementary, middle school students, and adults.
Experience working with special needs students
Teaching Experience:
Multi-talented, creative teacher effective at working with each student individually to help them surpass
their capabilities and build their self-esteem. Flexible, versatile skilled producer and director.
Compassionate theater teacher that presents that presents course materials in a clear, interesting and
innovative way.

Acting Instructor

ASPENDREAM THEATRE EDUCATION, SOUTHINGTON, CT
2013 TO 2015
• Created grade-appropriate lesson plans for classes. Reenactment of what it was like to be a student at
the Marion schoolhouse in 1910.

• Encouraged elementary school students to use theatre as a means of healthy and safe self-expression
and to address issues specific to their personal experiences.
• Managed and directed short productions for elementary school students grades pre-K through 4th
grade which focused on folk and fairy tales learned throughout school year and performed in class.
Production focused and encouraged student collaboration, creativity and original work.

Acting Instructor

CENTRAL CT STATE UNIVERSITY, NEW BRITAIN, CT
Instruction of Acting 11/12 classes for youth-at-risk.

2005

Acting Instructor

HARTFORD CHILDREN’S THEATRE, HARTFORD, CT
2007 TO 2009
Posture, voice for speech and vocal health and hygiene to students enrolled in a 3 year diploma
program. Other duties: Masterclasses, audition coaching, personal coaching and faculty duties.
Acting Instructor
WARNER THEATRE, TORRINTON, CT
1997 TO 1998
Performed educational theater productions and workshops focused on mental and physical health for
students pre-K through fifth grade in elementary schools based on Viola Spolin.

Schoolhouse program to teach theater, history
Published: August 27, 2013
By Julie Sopchak The Southington Citizen
Within the walls of the old Marion schoolhouse is a rich embodiment of the history of Marion, a small
village tucked in the southwestern corner of Southington.
The building is used frequently as a community center after being saved from leveling in 1997. One of
the newest programs which will enter the structure is AspenDream Productions, a theatrical company
based in Connecticut and Massachusetts.
AspenDream Executive Director Janice Luise-Lutkus plans to host a theater class in the fall for
Southington kids, teaching them the ropes about drama, and some history.
Plans for the class not only include teaching drama skills, but the last class will be a reenactment of what
it was like to be a student at the Marion schoolhouse in 1910.

“It’s a multi-layered opportunity,” said Vicky McCarthy, president of the Marion Community Association.
“It’s taking place in the historic schoolhouse, they’re learning all these great skills, then they get to
practice the history about the schoolhouse.”
The program is designed for kids in kindergarten through middle school and will incorporate creative
dramatics, improvisation, beginner-level acting, story dramatization, movement, and short scene work.
The building has a history of housing theater activities before going vacant in the 1960s.
“I thought it’d be a great place for the kids to learn a little bit about acting and also about the town of
Marion,” Luise-Lutkus said.
“It should be a great community event and a great after school program,” McCarthy said.
The original building, built around 1825, was made obsolete by the mid-20th century as a result of a
growing population and larger schools, despite a second room being added.
In 1997, the building’s existence was threatened by a local developer interested in tearing it down to
erect two homes on the property.
Concerned citizens saved the building, and it has since been used as a community center.
The class will be held Tuesdays and Wednesdays beginning Tuesday, Oct. 8, from 4 to 5 p.m. at the
schoolhouse, located on Marion Avenue, and will run for eight weeks. There is a cost.
For more information, or to register, call (860) 309-1341 or email Janice@aspendreamproductions.com.

